the Conversation Books that Beethoven was not celibate and consorted with prostitutes, as stated by Dr. Mackoviak?
In his terminal illness, Beethoven suffered from jaundice, ascites, peripheral edema, and at autopsy his liver was shrunken and covered with bean-sized nodules. In my book, and in the opinion of all physicians I have consulted, this combination adds up to cirrhosis. Taken with the evidence that in his lifestyle, Beethoven misused alcohol in the form of wine and beer, the conclusion is inescapable that Beethoven died of cirrhosis of the liver caused by alcohol.
Finally, I would like to state that I am not, and have never been, a psychoanalyst, as alleged by Dr. Mackoviak. I am a general psychiatrist and have specialty qualifications in both psychiatry and internal medicine, the latter as a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. I have worked closely with internists all my professional life and have many collaborative publications to prove it.
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